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I t is illegal in Colorado to inten-

tionally place or distribute feed, 

salt blocks or other attractants for big

-game animals. This problem is 

mainly associated with deer.  

 In the winter, 

deer herds tend to 

move to lower ele-

vations closer to 

homes and busi-

nesses. Some peo-

ple may feel the 

deer do not have 

adequate food 

sources in the win-

tertime and believe 

that supplementing their diets with 

grain, corn or hay is helpful. In fact, 

the contrary is true. 

 ñPeople who feed deer do more 

harm than good,ò said Trina Lynch, a 

district wildlife manager with the 

Colorado Division of Wildlife.  

According to Lynch, there are several 

reasons why a Colorado law passed 

in 1992 makes it illegal to feed big 

game animals. One important reason 

is that deer are the primary prey of 

mountain lions. ñConcentrating deer 

by feeding can attract mountain lions 

well within the city limits. It may be-

come necessary to kill these lions for 

public safety,ò she said.  

 The normal feeding behavior of 

big game animals allows them to 

spread out as they graze or browse.  

Artificial feeding disrupts that behavior 

and prompts deer to crowd together in 

small areas where they are more likely 

to be chased by dogs and hit by cars.  

Deer have a complex digestive system 

that is not adapted to 

digest bread and 

many types of hay. 

ñHabituation to artifi-

cial feeds that do not 

meet their nutritional 

needs often results in 

deer that are in poor 

condition,ò explains 

Bob Davies, a wild-

life biologist in Colorado Springs. 

(Concentrating deer by putting food out 

To Help Deer, Donôt Feed Them ˈ 
Feeding Can Do More Harm Than Good 

(continued on next page) 
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Mountain View Elementary 

(K-3) 

8502 N. Pinery Parkway 

303-387-8675 

 

Northeast Elementary (4-6) 

6598 N. State Highway 83 

303-387-8600 

 

Sagewood Middle School 

4725 Fox Sparrow Rd. 

303-387-4300 

 

Ponderosa High School 

7007 E. Bayou Gulch Rd. 

303-387-4000 

Public Schools 

in the  

Pinery Area 
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 THANK YOU!!! What a  

wonderful response from  

Pinery residents! Your do-

nated bicycles along with  

others from around the Parker 

area helped to brighten the 

holidays for over 130 children 

and adults at the Praying 

Hands Ranch and Parker   

Firefighters Annual Christmas 

party on December 9th.  The 

children were jumping for joy 

when they realized they were 

going to receive a bicycle and 

there were enough bicycles for 

everyone to have one.   

Thank you again for your generosity. 

can also increase stress on the 

deer and hasten the spread of 

disease.)  

 Although commercial feeds 

are available at many stores, Di-

vision of Wildlife biologists 

warn against using them. "Some 

of these products may indicate 

they will attract certain wildlife 

species, including deer,ò said 

Davies. ñPeople should be 

aware that if they place feed out, 

and deer consume it, they may 

be breaking the law.ò Fortu-

nately, once people learn about 

the negative impacts that occur 

when deer are fed, most stop 

doing it,ò he said. ñThe few peo-

ple that continue to feed cause 

problems for the deer and their 

neighbors,ò he added.  

 People who attract deer to 

their neighborhood also run the 

risk of damaging their property 

and their neighborôs prop-

erty. ñSome people are under the 

impression that if they supply a 

food source to the deer it will 

prevent the deer from damaging 

their ornamental plants. On the 

contrary,ò said Lynch; ñit usu-

ally results in greater damage to 

your plants.ò Lynch recom-

mends barriers, repellents and 

landscaping with native plants as 

more effective alternatives to 

prevent deer from causing dam-

age to lawn and garden projects.  

 The Division of Wildlife 

launches controlled, emergency 

feeding of big-game animals 

only during extremely harsh 

winters when substantial num-

bers of animals are threatened.  

In all other cases, big-game ani-

mals are better off left to obtain 

their food naturally. 
  

Courtesy of the Colorado  

Division of Wildlife 

303-297-1192 

 
Caution: When wildlife are pre-

sent, be very aware of your pets. 

Bring them in or watch them 

carefully. Interaction between 

wildlife and pets can result in 

injury to either or both. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Division of Wildlife has 

been invited to attend the PHA 

General Meeting on May 9, 

2007. Mark your calendar and 

check your May newsletter for 

more details. 


