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T

he annual Pinery Picnic is
here! Come to Lakeshor e
Park for food, games and fun!
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The games: A var iety of car nival
games and inflatable rides, horse
rides, music, and more! Children,
teenagers, and adults are all encouraged to play and have a great time.
Enjoy the food! Hot dogs, bur gers, mouth watering boneless chicken breast, vegetarian sandwiches,
and all the trimmings! There will be
a variety of drinks, with gourmet
cookies for dessert.
Art Show: Enjoy and appr eciate
the talents of area residents.
Interested Artists sign up by
July 25!!
The Kids’ Fishing Derby pr ovides the opportunity for kids to
participate in the fishing experience. The fun begins at 8 a.m. You
may sign-up at the Bingham Lake
Shelter (see the map on page 11)
upon arrival or on the registration
form found on page 12 of this
newsletter.

Volunteers Needed!
Please consider giving one or two
hours of your time to help make this a
successful event for our community. If
you are interested, please complete the
Volunteer Sign Up sheet on page 13 and
return it to the PHA office by July 25.

Promote Your Business
and Get a Free Ad
by Sponsoring the Pinery Picnic!

If you are interested in sponsoring
any of the Picnic activities, call the
PHA office, 303-841-8572.
Sponsors will be given a free business card ad in the September issue of
the Pinery newsletter and a sign with
your business name will be placed at
the sponsored activity.

18 Community Calendar
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COVENANT CORNER
The Pinery Architectural Review Committee
The Pinery—A Covenant Community III
Here we are almost to Summer and I see many residents have their gardens in place with starts growing. This has been pretty challenging in light of the
recent hail storms that graced the community. The
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) has been
busy with the annual large volume of requests for
property and home improvements; residents are taking advantage of the good weather throughout the
Community. Likewise, the ARC has decided to
begin planting their own seeds of change.
Over the past few years, it has become apparent
to the HOA that the Pinery Covenants may need a
degree of attention to keep astride of technology,
product choices, National and State laws and County Ordinances. In addition, adjacent communities
have looked to The Pinery Covenants as a template
of order so maintaining a “current” guideline is paramount.
The A rchitectural Review Committee, which is
vested with the powers described in our Covenants,
is a totally volunteer panel of Pinery Residents who
commit a portion of their free time to performing
this community duty. The Committee is governed
by the Pinery Covenants and has the ability to grant
variances by majority vote after review of rule, formal panel discussion and consideration of prior case
rulings. When presenting to the committee, according to the Covenants, the following guideline shall
be utilized.
Prior to the commencement of any excavations,
construction, or remodeling or adding to any
structure, theretofore completed, there shall first
be filed with the architectural control committee
two (2) complete sets of building plans and
specifications therefor, together with a block or
plot plan indicating the exact part of the building site the improvements will cover and said
work shall not commence unless the Architectural Review Committee shall endorse said
plans as being in compliance with these covenants and are otherwise approved by the comPage 2

mittee. The committee shall have the right to
refuse to approve any such plans and shall
have the right to take into consideration the
suitability of the proposed building and of the
materials of which it is to be built to the site
upon which it is proposed to erect the same,
the harmony thereof with the surroundings
and the effect of the building or other structure so planned on the outlook from the adjacent or neighboring property. The committee
shall promulgate and maintain a list of standards for guidance in approving or disapproving plans and specifications pursuant to this
section. The second set of said plans shall be
filed as a permanent record with the Architectural Review Committee. In the event said
committee fails to approve or disapprove in
writing said plans within thirty (30) days after
their submission, then said approval shall not
be required. The said architectural control
committee shall be the same persons for all
the subdivisions within the Grantor’s development, which is known as The Pinery.
When ninety percent (90%) of all of the lots
in said development have been sold by Grantor, the owners exclusively of said lots shall
vote for election by a majority of said owners
or members of said architectural control committee. The Grantor shall have the right to
appoint members of the architectural control
committee until such time as ninety (90%) of
the lots in said development have been sold
by the Grantor.
Although the above stated process only applies to property changes, the Architectural Review Committee also will hear Nuisance complaints regarding noise, garbage, drainage, wild
life concerns, obstructions of view, etc. For instance, recently it was brought to the Committee’s attention residents are flying camera
equipped drones in the community (see related
article). Do we need to address the operation of
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drones specifically in the covenants? If we do,
will we need to review pending Colorado legislation regarding exclusive ownership of airspace
over property below 400 feet? If an amendment is
proposed, the Committee or an involved resident
will need to do this research in order to present the
proposal. No simple task for this one issue as you
can see. However, the Architectural Review Committee is willing to see it through.
In order to amend the covenants, changes must
be presented to the Pinery Residents, as defined
by the Covenants, and obtain a majority decision
of a two-thirds vote in order to pass or refuse the
amendment proposal. I think it is intuitive that this
can result in a long, complicated process, unless it
is approached in a systematic manner with integration of community input, proper notice as well
as agreement to adherence of procedure. So where
do we begin?
First off we have to develop a way to communicate with all Pinery residents covered by the
Covenants in order to solicit feedback and send
notices regarding this effort. Second, we will need
to establish who wishes to communicate electronically vs via ground mail. Third, once decisions are
made draft a ballot for voting to be circulated to
each unique address via means approved by our
Legal Counsel. Lastly, we will need to tally the
vote and inform the community of the outcome.
The HOA is actively working on a means to
bring to life this process over the Summer with an
anticipated start date of probably the end of September. Our challenge will be to get the proper
participation, stay on our timeline, perform all the
necessary research and submit for legal review in
a timely manner. The ARC is anticipating active
involvement by all, since our decisions will affect
the sanctity of our community as well as our community value in the future.
Anyone willing to assist with this process is
welcome to contact the ARC as a sub-committee
will be formed to see it through to fruition. Please
either email or ground mail the ARC with your
contact information and we will follow-up and get
started.

July 2016

Reminder - Operation of Drones
We are all hearing of the increase in use of drones.
Recently the office was contacted by a resident
who was concerned that a recreational drone was
being flown over their property. Ordinances are in
the early stages of development. In addition to being considerate for the privacy and property rights
of others you may want to review the following.
Although fun to fly there are guidelines that
should be followed if you have a small Unmanned
Aircraft System (sUAS). Many residents are fearful of this type of observation and there are real
hazards imposed if the drone malfunctions and has
an unplanned arrival back to the Earth surface.
Should you have insurance for this potential as
well as for the unmanned aircraft itself? A few
things to consider as well as the bulleted list below.













Keep your sUAS in eyesight at all times, and
use an observer to assist if needed.
Remain well clear of and do not interfere with
manned aircraft operations, and you must see
and avoid other aircraft and obstacles at all
times.
Do not intentionally fly over unprotected persons or moving vehicles, and remain at least 25
feet away from individuals and vulnerable
property.
Contact the airport and control tower before
flying within five miles of an airport or heliport. (Read about best practices at http://
www.aopa.org/go-fly/aircraft-and-ownership/
drones )
Do not fly in adverse weather conditions such
as in high winds or reduced visibility.
Do not fly under the influence of alcohol or
drugs.
Ensure the operating environment is safe and
that the operator is competent and proficient in
the operation of the sUAS.
Do not fly near or over sensitive infrastructure
or property such as power stations, water
treatment facilities, correctional facilities,
heavily traveled roadways, government facilities, etc.
(cont’d on page 4)
Page 3
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(Drones—cont’d from page 3)


Check and follow all local
laws and ordinances before
flying over private property.
 Do not conduct surveillance
or photograph persons in areas where there is an expectation of privacy without the
individual’s permission (see
AMA’s privacy policy at
http://uas.modelaircraft.org/
ama/images/sUAS_Safety
_Program_web.pdf ).
Users of commercial and recreational UAS should be aware
that in remote, rural and agricultural areas, manned aircraft, including fixed-wing aircraft and
helicopters, may be operating
very close to ground level. Pilots
conducting agricultural, firefighting, law enforcement, emergency medical, wildlife survey
operations and a variety of other
services all legally and routinely
work in low-level airspace. Operators controlling UAS in these
areas should maintain situational
awareness, give way to, and remain a safe distance from these
low-level, manned airplanes and
helicopters.
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Trash Containers – Dumpster Bags
Covenants required that, other on trash service day, trash containers be stored at the rear of the residence and out of view of the
frontage road.
We are seeing lots of the trash dumpster bags such as the green
Bagster®, available at Home Depot for pickup after it is full. For
access to the bag for pickup, it must in most cases be stored along
the street. Use of the bags is therefore, in clear conflict with Pinery Protective Covenants. At the June meeting, the Committee
discussed the matter. The Architectural Committee understands
that this can be an economical way to de-clutter or easily get rid
of old materials during renovation. The Committee determined
that it would be reasonable to allow a bag to be present for 14
days or two weeks, allowing the bag to be present for two weekends.
Please be considerate of your neighbors views and plan your use
of a dumpster bag accordingly. Bags present for more than two
weeks will be considered a Covenant Violation with resulting
enforcement by the Architectural Committee.

2016 ARC
Election Results

C

ongratulations to John
Grissom, Ray Guth,
James Murray and Ben Osborn
who were elected to the Architectural Review Committee at
the May General meeting.
Our thanks to Nicola Lund
and Brent Marsh for serving so
faithfully on the committee
these past years. A big thank
you also to each of the candidates for offering their service.

Classic Pinery Filings
Covenants Available
Online
Covenants for Pinery
filings 1-8A can be found
on our website,
www.pinery.org
From the menu on the left
of the screen, select Covenants.
If you don’t know your
filing, there are instructions
to help you determine which
filing you are in.

The Pinery Homeowner

July 2016

Anonymous
Complaints
Reminder: The Ar chitectur al Review Committee is unable to address anonymous
complaints.

Homeowner
September 2016
Newsletter Deadline
August 8, 2016

Douglas County Emergency
Notification System—
CodeRED

2016 Pinery ACH Trash
Payment Schedule
If you are using the Pinery
automatic pay system (ACH)
to make trash payments, see
the payment schedule below.
$64.50 will be paid out of your
bank account on the following
dates:
2016
March 9
June 8
September 7
December 7
Please be sure to inform
the PHA office if your account
changes for any reason, or if
you wish to discontinue your
ACH payment.

L
Use of the Pinery Logo

Because the Pinery logo is a
registered trademark, it may
not be used for any purpose
by either an individual or corporation without prior written
approval of the PHA Board
prior to use.

ife can change in a moment - make sure you are
connected to the CodeRED
emergency notification system
in Douglas County! The system, CodeRED, is a highspeed telephone emergency
notification service allowing
public safety agencies the ability to deliver pre-recorded information to targeted areas
within the county.
Douglas County's public
safety agencies encourage everyone to register their contact
information in the CodeRED
system (reverse 911). Registration is not automatic, but it
may be critical to your safety
and that of your family.
Please register online at
douglascountycodered.com
Page 5
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Black Forest Gardeners Club
Pinery Gardeners Face Unique Challenges
In 2013 The Black Forest Gardeners Club (initially The Pinery Garden Club) was formed to help area gardeners share the joys and challenges of gardening in The Pinery. Planted smack in the middle of the Front
Range, The Pinery isn’t like other Front Range locales when it comes to gardening. The unique topography
and wildlife create challenges that most of the Front Range, and especially Denver, do not have to face.
To start, The Pinery is at least another 1000’ above Denver with elevations that range from about 6,200ft to
over 6,400ft. That actually makes it a foothill; that definition being any elevation between 5,400 and 7,900
feet. These elevations make for colder and longer winters and shorter growing seasons. They also create
storms with greater severity. We seem to get more snow, wind, hail and heavy rain than our flatland neighbors in Parker only five miles away. During the summer our night time temps are at least 5 degrees colder
than the official temps which can have an effect on many plants.
The rolling topography and abundant Ponderosa pines also create microclimates throughout the neighborhood, sometimes even in the same yard. A particular plant or garden plot may struggle in one yard or corner of a yard but be fine in another. Some garden club members have fruit trees that haven’t produced in
years due to frost while others see fruit on their trees almost every year. The trees help regulate the wind
but also create shady spots. The result of these conditions is that Pinery gardeners and homeowners have
learned not to rely on the advice given out by the media. Put tomatoes in the ground around Mother’s Day
like many Colorado experts advise, and you are likely to lose them in The Pinery if they aren’t well protected.
One other challenge that bears mentioning, although for many it’s an even greater challenge than the
weather, is the deer population. Wildlife experts have observed the deer population grow over the last 20
years in The Pinery to far exceed the forage that they would find naturally in the wild. Therefore, unnaturally, they dine on trees, shrubs, flowers and plants in residents’ yards. And they seem to like everything except the weeds. At many garden club meetings, there is a short discussion about how to try to prevent deer
from eating the investment in our yards.
In spite of all the challenges, Pinery gardeners have managed to create
some absolutely gorgeous yards and productive vegetable gardens.
They have learned what grows well and where. They have learned
what the deer love and what they generally leave alone. Some gardeners
even maintain their own weather stations to monitor the unique weather
conditions.
The Black Forest Gardeners club is open to all residents in The Pinery,
Timbers and nearby areas. The Club usually meets the 2nd Thursday of
the month. While it is a membership club ($30 and individual and $45
a couple) visitors are welcome to come as guests a couple of times. To
be put on our meeting email list or learn more about the club please go
to www.blackforestgardeners.com.The club is affiliated with the Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs.
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(cont’d from page 8)
The Black Forest Gardeners Club is excited to announce, that the Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs has asked the Club to host a public
garden tour, “Garden Magic”. Six area homeowners have graciously
opened their yards for a tour on August 20th from 9AM to 3PM. This
will be a self-guided tour where you will be able to see the gardens
and talk with the gardeners about how they’ve overcome the challenges. Gardens include ponds, bonsai, award winning dahlias, vegetable gardens and more. Please go to
www.gardenmagic.evenbrite.com to get updated information and to
purchase tickets for the tour.
If you would like to volunteer for 2-3 hours to host in a garden (and
see other gardens for free), please contact janstevens17@hotmail.com

Black Forest Gardeners present
“Garden Magic”
A Garden Tour in The Pinery
August 20th, 2016 9 am to 3pm
Six gardens including Dahlias, ponds, Bosai,
vegetables and more.
InformaƟon and Ɵckets go to
www.gardenmagic.eventbrite.com

Trash Tidbits

F

or those times that you
have a lot of trash to get
rid of, please be aware that
the contract with Waste Management has changed. They
will take a combination of 10
bags of household tr ash and
yard waste plus 4 bundles of
brush, tied in manageable 4
ft. bundles. If you have more
than 4 bundles of brush, you
may want to take advantage
of the Douglas County Slash/
Mulch Site (see page 14 of
this newsletter).
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Pinery Picnic, Art Show
& Kid’s Fishing Derby
Saturday, August 6
Schedule of Events

Kid’s Fishing Derby
at Bingham Lake
(for ages 4-17)
8 a.m.—10 a.m.

Sign in at the shelter at
the Lake. Awards will be
given.

Barbeque Picnic
at Lakeshore Park
11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Reserve your lunch by completing the order form
found on page 12 in this
newsletter. Reduced price
for early sign-up.

Carnival Games
& Activities
at Lakeshore Park
11 a.m.—3 p.m.
Games & fun
for kids 3—17 yrs.

Art Show

10 a.m.—4 p.m.

Fishing Derby
Sign-in
8 a.m.—10 a.m.
Picnic, & Carnival
11 a.m.—3 p.m.
Art Show
10 a.m.—4 p.m.
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Douglas County Household Chemical Roundups
9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Open to residents of Douglas County

Acceptable Items: oil-based
paint and paint products, automotive fluids, antifreeze, vehicle and household batteries,
house and garden chemicals,
fluorescent light bulbs, CFLs,
fuels, items containing mercury, propane tanks, and car and
pickup truck tires (remove
from rim).
Unacceptable Items: business
and commercial waste, radioactive waste, electronic waste
(computers, TVs, etc.), explosive waste, smoke detectors,
scrap metal, oil drums, asbestos, medical waste or any compressed gases other than propane.
You will need: a dr iver ’s license, water bill, utility bill or
phone bill as proof of residency.
Cost: A contr ibution of $25
per vehicle is requested to help
offset the high cost of hazardous waste disposal.
Latex Paint Disposal Tips:
 Water-based latex paint is

NOT a hazardous waste, and
can be safely disposed of with
your regular household garbage once it is dried out and
no longer liquid
 Mix the paint with kitty litter,
dirt or sand to help it dry out
and solidify
 Break the top layer and stir so
that wet paint underneath can
dry faster
Page 14

 Dried-out cans of paint with the

lid off can be discarded in
household trash
For more information, call:
Roundup Hotline
720-200-1592
or visit
www.tchd.org/
householdchemical.htm

Saturday
August 13, 2016
Shea Stadium
3270 Redstone Park Cir.,
Highlands Ranch
Saturday
October 1, 2016
Town of Castle Rock Utilities
175 Kellogg Ct.,
Castle rock

2016 Slash/Mulch Site Opening
Saturdays ONLY May 7 - October 29,
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

T

o help residents clear their properties of dead tree branches and
shrubbery, a slash/mulch site will be open through October 29.
The site will be open from 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Saturdays only and is
located at 1400 Caprice Dr. in Castle Rock. In case of inclement
weather, please call 303.663.6274 to confirm the site is open.
Acceptable items: tr ee br anches and shr ubber y with a maximum length of 6 ft. and maximum diameter of 12 inches. All loads
when brought in must be covered and tied down.
Not Accepted: stumps, r oots, lumber , r ailr oad ties, gr ass, dir t,
household trash, loose pine needles, appliances and weeds.
Free wood chips are available to homeowners for use as mulch.
An equipment operator is onsite to load wood chips. Material can
be picked up anytime during the season the site is open to accept
slash.
The County respectfully requests that residents DO NOT leave
materials anywhere on the site when it is closed/unattended.
Douglas County and the Wildfire Mitigation Specialists encourage property owners to use this opportunity to perform mitigation
work and reduce hazardous fuels on their land. Douglas County
Wildfire Mitigation Specialists offer free site visits to determine the
safety of a property at no cost, upon request. Call 303.660.7497 to
request a consultation for information on Wildfire Mitigation.
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Unincorporated Douglas County
Fire Restrictions

A

s this newsletter goes to press, there are no fire restrictions in
place. However, the massive amount of rain we have been
experiencing is causing the grasses to grow. As soon as the rain
stops, the vegetation will dry out and become a fire hazard.
During periods of high/extreme fire danger, Douglas County
will enact fire restrictions for unincorporated areas. There are two
stages of fire restrictions:
Stage 1:
 No open burning of any kind.
 No use of fireworks.

Stage 2:
 No open burning of any kind.
 No use of fireworks—including professional firework displays.
 No use of fire in chimineas, other portable fireplaces or patio

fire pits
 No campfires at developed campgrounds or picnic area.
Violation of these fire restrictions is a Class-2 Petty Offense,
punishable by up to a $1000 fine and
a $10 surcharge.
You may want to check the Douglas County website http://
www.dcsheriff.net/sheriffs-office/divisions/emergency-management/firerestrictions/ periodically to see if fire restrictions are in place.

“The Pinery Homeowner” is a publication of The Pinery Homeowners’ Association, Inc. (PHA), a
private, not-for-profit organization. The PHA reserves absolute editorial discretion over the content of
the Homeowner and may reject a submission for any reason. Advertisement in The Pinery Homeowner
should not be construed as an endorsement of products or services by The Pinery Homeowners’ Association. The Pinery Homeowner is the medium through which the PHA communicates with its members. It is not a forum for the views of individual members of the PHA or other individuals or groups.
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S

everal residents have called the PHA office asking if we have a list of those interested in doing lawn mowing. Just as with snow
shoveling, they would prefer to pay a local
young person rather than hire a company to do
this. If you would like to be placed on our teen
resource list for lawn mowing, please contact
the PHA office at 303-841-8572.
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